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Placards and labels: DOT requires shippers to communicate the hazards
of their shipments by affixing appropriate diamond-shaped signs
(placards) and labels with identifiers and symbols of hazards on
containers and packages.

Reportable quantity (RQ): Threshold amount of hazardous substance
that must be reported to EPA if spilled or disposed of. DOT uses the
RQ value as a determinant of when a shipment of a hazardous
substance is sufficiently large to warrant regulation in transport. RQ
thresholds range from 5,000 Ib for the least harmful substances to 1 Ib
for the most harmful substances according to EPA criteria.

Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA): DOT agency
responsible for ensuring the safety of hazardous materials shipments.
Through its Office of Hazardous Materials Safety, RSPA promulgates
hazardous materials regulations covering most modes of transport.
RSPA works closely with FRA in instituting regulations governing
tank car design, maintenance, and operations.

Rulemaking: Process by which most federal agencies produce regula-
tions. The Federal Administrative Procedures Act (APA) states guide-
lines for rulemaking, including requirements for publishing notices of
proposed rulemaking in the Federal Register and providing oppor-
tunities for public comment and petitions for rule changes. Agency
interpretation and implementation of APA provisions for communica-
tion between regulatory agencies and the public during rulemaking
may vary.

Transport Canada: National agency that sets tank car and hazardous
materials regulations in Canada. Transport Canada and DOT work
closely to reduce differences in Canadian and U.S. regulations. Repre-
sentatives from Transport Canada attend AAR Tank Car Committee
meetings.
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Association of American Railroads (AAR): National association repre-
senting major and regional railroads operating in the United States
and Canada. AAR has many standing technical committees that assist
in the development and implementation of railroad interchange rules.

AAR Tank Car Committee (TCC): AAR standing technical committee
that is composed of representatives of railroads, shippers, and tank
cars suppliers. The TCC assists in the development and implementa-
tion of DOT and industry standards governing tank car design, main-
tenance, and operation. Among its many duties (some of which are
authorized by DOT) the TCC approves tank car construction plans,